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Sociology 101:  Sociological Principles 
“The Stuff of Life” 
Fall 2021 
Class Meetings: Mondays and Wednesdays 3:00-4:20 PM
Classroom: Social Sciences 352
Professor: Timothy J. (Tim) Nichols, Ph.D. 
Office Hours: Mondays 1:00-2:30 PM; Thursdays 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM; or by appointment
Phone: 406-243-2541
Email: timothy.nichols@umontana.edu (please put your name and SOC 101 in the subject line.
Office: Davidson Honors College room 104
Course Description: A foundational introduction to the basic principles of Sociology.  Topics covered will 
include social theory, research methods, socialization, deviance, structure, social institutions, and social 
movements, among other related topics and themes. Our emphasis will be on the personal, practical 
and ‘real world’ applications of these ideas and concepts. We will endeavor together to deepen our
understanding of these issues and to develop and enhance our sociological imaginations.
Course Objectives: 
As a result of participating in this course, students will:
>Develop foundational understanding of and appreciation for the discipline of Sociology,
including social theories, methods, structures, processes, institutions, and other key concepts;
>Demonstrate the ability to apply their Sociological understanding to a range of personal 
experiences, historical events, and contemporary issues, both locally and globally;
>Thoughtfully reflect on course subject matter, engage material both in an outside class, build
enthusiasm for the discipline and enhance their ‘sociological imaginations’.
>Get excited about Sociology!
Text/Required Readings: 
Ferris, Kerry and Jill Stein (2016). The Real World:  An Introduction to Sociology. 7th edition. W.W.
Norton, New York.  ISBN: 978-0-393-69074-3.
Additional Materials: 
Additional resources, readings, video clips, and web-based information will be posted to the course
website, available through Moodle. The course’s Moodle site will be the key repository for course 
communication
Students will be responsible for mastery of reading and other posted course materials, not all of which
will be explicitly covered during lectures.
Power point lecture slides will be posted/updated on to the course website, typically on a weekly basis.
These slides are provided as resources, but are not intended to substitute for lecture attendance.
 
 
   
     
  
 
     
     
    
    
     
       
 
      
   
  
      
 
       
    
         
     
   
 
    
   
  
  
       
 








 Item  Points Possible
 Exams/Final: 3 @ 100 points each  300
 Quizzes: 2 @ 25 points each  50
   Application Exercises: 2 @ 25 points each  50
  Participation (points taken throughout semester)  50





Students will need 5-6 blue Scantron/bubble sheets to use throughout the semester.  These are 




There will be three (3) 100 point in-class examinations, and one (1) 100 point optional
comprehensive final.  Exams will include mostly multiple choice and true/false questions. The
three exams will take place in class and the final will take place during the university-assigned
final exam time.  Students are required to bring their university ID to every exam.
• Exams are scheduled for: September 29, October 20, and November 22.
• The (optional) final exam is scheduled for: December 13, 1:10-3:10 PM.
Quizzes (50):  There will be two in-class quizzes, worth 25 points each. Quizzes will include
mostly multiple choice and true/false questions. Students are required to bring their university
ID to every quiz.
• Quizzes are scheduled for: September 6 and December 8.
Application Exercises (50):  Students will select two (2) of the options below worth 25 points
each (50 points total).  Application exercises may be submitted throughout the semester;
however, one must be submitted by October 5, and one by December 8. Late application
exercises will not be accepted. These exercises are designed to engage students in the work of
sociology and/or the application of key sociological concepts from class.
Descriptions are provided at the end of the syllabus. Students should also be prepared to share
the results of their application exercises in class.
Class Participation (50): 
Students are expected to attend every class session in order to master the key concepts, and to
engage course material with the instructor and their classmates.  In-class activities will 
sometimes be collected as participation points. These will not be announced ahead of time and
cannot be made up without approved university absences and prior communication with the
instructor.
Course Grading:







   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
 
 
   
   
  
    
    
 
   
  
     
   
    
      
 
     
   
     
     
     
 
 
   
   
   
   
 
   
  















>Mask use is required within the classroom or laboratory.
>If you feel sick and/or are exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms, please don’t come to class and contact the
Curry Health Center at (406) 243-4330.
>If you are required to isolate or quarantine, you will receive support in the class to ensure continued
academic progress. It is your responsibility to contact your instructor to work out a plan for moving
forward.
>UM recommends students get the COVID-19 vaccine. Please direct your questions or concerns about
vaccines to Curry Health Center.
>We will use a seating chart in class to support contact tracing efforts. Class attendance and seating will 
be recorded to support contact tracing efforts.
>Drinking liquids and eating food is not allowed during class time.
>(If/when applicable) Mask use is required in vehicles when traveling as part of class/fieldwork.
Missed/Late Assignments: Missed exams or quizzes and class participation points may not be made up,
except in the case of a documented university-excused absence, and when I have been notified and
arrangements have been made prior to the absence. Timing for excused absence exams and quizzes will
be set by the instructor. Late assignments will not be accepted. Students with university-excused
absences may arrange to take quizzes or exams early; early exams will be in essay format.
Classroom Environment: With ‘the stuff of life’ topics that we will cover in Sociology 101, it is essential 
that we maintain an inclusive, accepting, respectful classroom environment that will help us all learn the
subject matter and grow together. This means participating, listening carefully and thoughtfully, and
offering your own insights and perspectives. We will practice respectful civil discourse; no forms of 
discriminatory, derogatory, or hate speech will be tolerated.
Academic Honesty: All University of Montana students must familiarize themselves with the Student 
Conduct Code. The Student Conduct Code embodies and promotes honesty, integrity, accountability,








   
    
      
       
   
       
    
 
     
       
    
       
      
    
   
       
     
     
      
    
     
      
      
     
    
    
      
      
    
   
     
 
   




University of Montana. This Code describes expected standards of behavior for all students, including 
academic conduct and general conduct, and it outlines students’ rights, responsibilities, and the campus
processes for adjudicating alleged violations. 
Accommodations: If you have a physical, learning, sensory or psychological disability and require
accommodations, please let me know as soon as possible. The University of Montana assures equal 
access to instruction through collaboration between students with disabilities, instructors, and Disability
Services for Students. If you have a disability that adversely affects your academic performance, and you
have not already registered with Office of Disability Equity please do so (Lommasson Center 154 or
406.243.2243). I will work with you and the office to provide appropriate accommodations. We will 
work together to help you be successful.
Tentative Course Schedule 
Note: I may need to make minor changes to the syllabus/schedule as the course proceeds. These 
changes will be announced in class and posted to the course website.
August 30 & September 1 Introduction/Theory, Research, Culture (1-3)
September 6 & 8 No class 9/6 (Labor Day) Theory, Research, Culture (1-3)
Quiz 1 September 8
September 13 & 15 Self and Society (4)
September 20 & 22 Social Groups (5)
September 27 & 29 Deviance (6)
Exam 1 September 29
October 4 & 6 Social Class (7)
October 6:  Deadline for submitting first application exercise
October 11 & 13 Race/Ethnicity (8)
October 18 & 20 Gender and Sexuality (9)
Exam 2 October 20
October 25 & 27 Politics, Education and Religion (10)
November 1 & 3 Work (11)
November 8 & 10 Family (12)
November 15 & 17 Health (14)
November 22 Exam 3
November 24 Thanksgiving Holiday
November 29 & December 1 Populations and Everyday Life (13, 15)
December 6 & 8 Social Movements (16)
Quiz 2 December 8
Final application exercises due 12/8
December 13 Optional Final Exam 1:10-3:10 PM
Davidson Honors College Credit: 
Davidson Honors College students (or those interested in pursuing honors at UM) who are enrolled in





   
   
    
   
  
    




   
   
  
   
    
  
    




Affirming Names and Pronouns  
I affirm people of all gender expressions and gender identities. I will gladly honor your request to
address you by the name and gender pronouns that you prefer. If you go by a different name than the
name on the class roster, please let me know early in the semester so that I can make appropriate 
changes to my records. For information about name changes at the University of Montana, please go
here: https://www.umt.edu/registrar/students/name-change/default.php.
UM’s Cultural Leave Policy  
I support UM’s cultural and ceremonial leave policy that allows excused absences for cultural, religious,
and ceremonial purposes. According to this policy, to receive an authorized absence for a cultural,
religious, or ceremonial event, the student or their advisor must submit a formal written request to the
instructor. The request must include a brief description (with inclusive dates) of the cultural event or
ceremony, and a brief statement about the importance of the student’s attendance or participation.
Authorization for the absence is subject to approval by the instructor; students may appeal the
instructor’s decision to the Department Chair, Dean, or Provost. The excused absence or leave may not 
exceed five academic calendar days (not including weekends or holidays). Students who take excused
leaves are responsible for completion or make-up of assignments, at the instructor’s discretion.
Students can find more information about the University of Montana’s cultural leave policy here:
https://catalog.umt.edu/academics/policies-procedures/.
Basic Needs Statement  
Any student who faces challenges securing food or housing, and believes that this could affect their
performance in this course, is urged to contact any or all of the following campuses resources:
• Food Pantry Program 
UM offers a food pantry that students can access for emergency food. The pantry is open on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays from 12 to 5. The pantry is located in UC 119 (in the former ASUM Childcare 
offices). Pantry staff operate several satellite food cupboards on campus (including one at Missoula 
College). For more information about this program, email umpantry@mso.umt.edu, visit the pantry’s 
website (http://www.umt.edu/asum/agencies/food- pantry/default.php) or contact the pantry on social 
media (@pantryUm on twitter, @UMPantry on Facebook, um_pantry on Instagram).  
• ASUM Renter Center 
The Renter Center can connect students who are at risk of homelessness or food insecurity with 
resources. You can find the Renter Center here: http://www.umt.edu/asum/agencies/renter-
center/default.php and here: https://medium.com/griz-renter-blog. 
• Students can schedule an appointment with Renter Center staff to discuss their situation and receive 














   
  
   




• TRiO Student Support Services 
TRiO serves UM students who are low-income, first-generation college students, and/or have 
documented disabilities. TRiO services include a textbook loan program, scholarships and financial aid 
help, academic advising, coaching, and tutoring. Students can check their eligibility for TRiO services 
online here: http://www.umt.edu/triosss/apply.php#Eligibility.  
SOCIOLOGY 101, Fall 2021, Nichols 
APPLICATION EXERCISES EXPLANATION 
 
From the syllabus… 
 
Application Exercises (50):  Students will select two (2) of the options below worth 25 points 
each (50 points total).  Application exercises may be submitted throughout the semester; 
however two must be submitted by October 6 and one by December 8.  These exercises are 
designed to engage students in the work of sociology and/or the application of key sociological 
concepts from class.  
 
Brief descriptions are provided below, along with rubrics for each assignment option. Students 
should also be prepared to share the results of their application exercises in class.  Students 
should consult the instructor as suggested below and any time they have questions as they 
approach, plan for and execute their application exercises.  
 
Application Exercise Options: 
 
o Think Piece:  For this exercise, you will be required to write a three-page essay 
in which you apply one or more sociological concepts (e.g. conflict theory, 
gender, deviance, work, etc.) to your personal life experiences.  See  
Rubric for Think Piece
Criteria Points Possible
Think piece demonstrates
understanding of sociological 
concept under examination.
10
Relevant information from text
and other sources provided on


























   
   
 
    










     
  
    
 
  








o Film/Play/Book/Television Sociological Review:  For this assignment you will be 
required to write a three-page essay in which you review a favorite film, play, 
book, or television show from a sociological perspective. 
Sociological Review of Film/Play/Book/Television
Criteria Points
Possible
Review provides concise summary of film/play/book/TV
show under examination
5
Analysis includes sociological dimension, and makes
multiple connections to sociological topics and class
themes.
10
Review demonstrates understanding of key concepts
and connections to piece under review
5
Well organized and written 5
Total 25
o Social Event Attendance and Analysis: For this assignment, you will be required
to attend a social event (e.g. family gathering, college party, athletic
competition) and observe it from a sociological perspective. This is your chance
to practice observation research! You will submit a three-page essay
encompassing your sociological analysis of the experience.
Rubric for Social Event Attendance and Analysis
Criteria Points
Possible
Event is of appropriate size, scope, and venue 5
Analysis of event includes sociological dimension, and
makes multiple connections to sociological topics and
class themes.
10
Essay provides detailed ‘thick description’ of event 5
Essay is well written and organized, and includes
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o Current Event Report and Analysis: For this assignment, you will be required to
review a current event from a respected news source and to analyze this event
from sociological perspective. Consider what would sociologists have to say
about this contemporary piece of news or current event? You will submit a 
three pages) encompassing your sociological analysis of the current event.
Rubric for Current Event Analysis
Criteria Points Possible
Review provides concise
summary of appropriate news
event, including sources of
information
5
Analysis of event includes
sociological dimension, and
makes multiple connections to




understanding of key concepts
and connections to piece under
review
5
Well organized and written 5
Total 25
o Sociological Mask:  Construct a mask (literally) that reflects your sociological 
identity. Incorporate class concepts and your personal experiences. Be creative 
and inclusive. Include a brief paper (two pages) that explains your mask.
Rubric for Sociological Mask
Criteria Points Possible
Sociological mask is presented
in thoughtful, creative way
5
Mask includes sociological
components and makes multiple
connections to sociological 




academic and artistic effort
5






    
    
   
  
  
   
   
 











































o Service Learning Project (team or individual exercise, up to four participants):
For this assignment, you will be required to contribute a minimum of two hours
of service to an approved community agency or program.  In addition, you will 
submit a written summary of your experience and reflect upon it from a 
sociological perspective.  Note: students interested in this experience should
meet with the instructor to obtain approval and guidance prior to their
experience. Of further note, if teams do not appropriately fulfill their service
obligations to partner agencies, as determined by agency personnel and course
instructor, this experience will not be eligible for use for class credit.
Rubric for Service Learning Project
Criteria Points Possible
Concise summary of appropriate
service experience
5
Analysis of service experience
includes sociological 
dimensions, and makes multiple
connections to sociological 
topics and class themes.
10
All obligations to service agency
are performed in meaningful 
and appropriate ways
5
Accompanying essay is well
organized and written
5
Total 25
